


Minnesota Association for Family and Early Education (MNAFEE)
& the Minnesota Department of Education present:
Fall 2013 Professional Development Workshops:
Building and Improving Your PreK-3rd Grade Systems

SMALL GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS:
What would ECFE look like in K-3?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A version of this is happening in some districts but done with parents in the evening or during the day but without the children attending – parenting groups meeting with a parent educator.
· Or with children attending in a child-centered room (like after school child care).
It could also be through a “chat room” or something like it for parents to share and be facilitated by a parent educator.
We do have parents ask why this ends when a child starts kindergarten. Maybe have guest speakers, monthly meetings, or events, etc.

What are alternative ways to engage hard to reach families?
Home visits
Parent education programs (flexible times)
Newsletters and calendars
Interpreters or fellow community member advocates

What role does parent education/parent educators have in the PreK-3 approach?
Helping parents see their role as their child’s first and most important teacher.
To shine a light on parents’ strengths.
To give information about engaging parents with teachers from older grades.
Assist with transitions.
Let parents know why they are important in their involvement with formal education.
Share age-appropriate norms.
Let parents know they are not alone.
Teach how parents can engage in the school system (family support workers).
Help parents know how they can support their child’s education at home.

How can we foster a belief that engagement and involvement are a priority?
Our role as teacher is a brief period, families will be around for their child forever (hopefully!).
This is something that ECFE staff fully accepts and believe. We need to work with staff in kindergarten and up to convince them how important it is.

What can we share with early elementary school about parent engagement?
Importance of communication.
Continuing of communication (strong).
Parents can support and enhance your work with their children.
Importance of parent involvement in school success.



