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Agenda

• Part One Background to the ECIPs

• Part Two Development Process

• Part Three Structure of the Standards

• Part Four Support Materials: briefs, ECIPs Plan-It, Training

• Part five Using the ECIPs
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Focus of the ECIPs Work

It’s all about the Children



Takeaways on the ECIPs

• Matter: create a foundation for the early childhood system in Minnesota with 
children in the center

• Are critical element in transition to kindergarten for all children in a district: create 
consistency in the learning expectations of young children and facilitate needed 
conversations

• Support equity by establishing rigorous standards for all young children, regardless of 
early childhood program or demographic

• Support conversations with parents

• Support social/emotional skills as well as thinking skills and content knowledge
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Ensuring Consistency and Coherence  for Children
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Guiding Principles for the ECIPs Revision

The ECIPs:

Recognize that young children are:

• Competent and capable of positive developmental outcomes and deserve high expectations.

• Individuals who develop at different rates and will vary in their progress within learning domains.

• Best understood and supported within the context of their family, culture and community.

• In a rapid period of brain development and need nurturing environments with appropriate 
interaction and encouragement to take full advantage of this growth period.

• Active learners who learn best in environments where they can construct their knowledge and 
practice their practice their skills in a variety of ways, with teachers and providers who respect 
and respond to their needs.
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Guiding Principles for the ECIPs Revision

The ECIPs must:

• Support equity and excellence for all children in the state of Minnesota

• Describe observable behaviors

• Demonstrate a continuum of learning from birth to kindergarten entrance.
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What the ECIPs Are and Are Not

The ECIPs:

• Demonstrate a continuum of increasingly complex learning for children from birth 
to kindergarten entrance. 

• They are not an all-inclusive resource about children’s development and learning. 
The standards reflect a selection of important developmental expectations and key 
areas of learning that highlight the knowledge and skills children need in order to be 
prepared for kindergarten and to continue as life-long learners. 

• They are not intended to be used as a curriculum or an assessment tool. However, 
they should be used to inform curricular decisions and to correlate with authentic 
assessment procedures and content. 
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Opportunities for Children in the Use of the ECIPs
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Promises Made

• Promises (Under Race to the Top):

• Revise the domains individually, with one committee per 
domain

• Encourage cross-system involvement at a variety of levels

• Include experts in the review

• Structure and support materials should encourage usage
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Promises Kept

• Outcomes

• Eight committees that functioned over 3.5 years

• Over 100 teachers, coaches, trainers, and administrators from 
school districts, child care and Head Start

• Extensive involvement of higher education faculty and staff, 
content experts and national reviewers

• Structure encourages usage in individualized planning and the 
briefs offer options for usage, plain language review
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As Always, Changes Made

• Because of these commitments and research, changes were made:

• Combine age ranges into one document to create a continuum

• Provide indicators on more age ranges 

• Include the alignment with the Minnesota Kindergarten 
Academic Standards in the core document
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Previous Versions of the ECIPs
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Domains or Content Areas of the new ECIPs

• Mathematics – Cognitive

• Scientific Inquiry – Cognitive

• Social Systems – Cognitive

• http://education.state.mn.us/
MDE/dse/early/ind/
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• Social and Emotional

• Approaches to Learning

• Language, Literacy, and 
Communications

• Physical and Movement 
Development

• The Arts

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/early/ind/


ECIPs Practice Briefs
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ECIPs Search
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Use of ECIPs in Transitions

• Using the ECIPs as the focus of PreK-K teachers conversations and 
planning, incorporating instructional practice into the conversations and 
how early childhood education supports learning in preparation for 
kindergarten

• Using the ECIPs to show parents how early childhood education supports 
learning in preparation for kindergarten

• Using the ECIPs as the focus of cross-systems conversations and 
professional development in order to build relationships and bring 
coherence and consistency to experiences for young children
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Other Uses of the ECIPs in Your District

• Support individualized planning for children by teachers (play experiences, 
environment and materials, interactions)

• Support conversations with parents on appropriate expectations and 
opportunities

• Set standards-based IEPs

• As the foundation for cross-system Professional Development in your district 
to help prepare all children for kindergarten 
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Plans for the Future
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• The next work to be undertaken will be best practice guides for each 
learning domain



Soon It Will be Spring!
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Thank you again!

Eileen Nelson

Eileen.Nelson@state.mn.us

Early Childhood Indicators of Progress (ECIPs) 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/early/ind/

3/15/2017 22

mailto:Eileen.Nelson@state.mn.us
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/early/ind/

